THE    DIARY
the following evening the ebony cabinet was visited a
second time; when Evelyn's Kalendarium^ as he had
entitled it, or "Diary," in a small quarto volume,
very closely written with his own hand, presented
itself. This interesting family document had been
lent by Lady Evelyn from time to time to her
particular friends, yet she did not consider its
contents of sufficient importance for publication, and,
except for accident, it might have been cut up for
dress-patterns, or lighting fires.
There is nothing inherently improbable in this
story, considering that even to-day little care or
attention is given to collections of manuscripts in
some country houses.
At any rate Lady Evelyn gave her consent to the
Diary being printed, and entrusted the work to
William Bray (co-author with Owen Manning of
The History of Surrey), Bray received "great and
material assistance" from Upcott, and the first
edition in two quarto volumes appeared in 1818,
printed by Colburn.
Lady Evelyn died in 1817, and the original
dedication intended for her was transferred to John
Evelyn, her husband's cousin who succeeded at
Wotton. The book was published by Golburn with
notes by Bray and James Bindley.
In 1819 a second edition was issued, and in 1827
a five-volume octavo edition, which was reprinted
with an introduction by Henry B. Wheatley in 1879.
In the Preface it is stated that, after several
applications to the owner of the MS., Mr, W. J.